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o dess chose Tion, Herte swas wise enough o coliivae relationships
wilh people who appeared in his lilfe and w take advantage of tdmely
opportunitics along e was

The first inkling Herz had that he should beoome an atorney
carme whien he was o sixth-gaaden

T b 2 eonple ol weachers who kepr sy | should be a law-
yver," Hertir recalls, D was always arguing with them, and | was right.
[Sex] 31 was something that was abvavs in the back of my head.”

But when he enrolled ac Wayne State University, Herte opted 1o
stuchy peychology. One course twolved a field study with at-rsk kids,
the goal was to spend a couple of weekends teaching skills 1o help them
stay oul of mouble. The nest sermester, Herte was asked o supenvise
stuchents working with these voungsters, Alier Tis proles-
sors mirocuced b o attorness ol the Jovendle Public
Defender's Olhice, he decided o switch o law Hene
carned his lavw degree ar Wayne Stare, graduating cum
lanscde i 1970,

He became a public: defender sl seemed . poised
for a lifedong career 0 that arense But then the new
artorney was approached by g singer-songwriter friend,
leed Stranck, who had just reccived a contrace from a company that
wianted to publish his sones. Strunck wasn't sure i the contrace was
fadr and browgh it o Herte.

“Whae do we do? Sounck asked Here,

“How am 1 supposed 10 know? Tam a poblic defendes” Here
recadls saving,

Strunck brovght Hertz a book on the music business,

“He was the smart one,” Flertz says.

Hertz read the chapters onsongwriting and successfully negati-
ated a contract fov Suunck. whese publisher ended op sending more
wiork Herte's wine

Che escperience toght Herte the importance of’ preparing for o
cas anl showed hirn how good work can create o chain reaction,
Anel it reminded hinm of Bz lifelong love of mosic,

Flerte abwps loved o sing, Long before Le entertained touglis
of performing in the courtroom, e was particulardy mesmertaed by
asong he kept hearing on the radio: Elvis Presley’s “Huouee Daog”

“I theugh Dsounded like i, Herme o, T have aoeood vowee, 1
likee ey sivegr aned 1learned w plas the guicae ban [ play o Tor nniel£

Several vears ago, Herte plaved harmonica and did some singing
in i blues band ealled The Willies, composed of three lawvers and
an acvertising executive, They performed four gies a vear. Most of
the bookings were local, but the highlight was performing anthe Legs
Inn, a restaurant and Bar near Hadbor Springs.

“It was o fivst professionial @i Towas athell” be relates.

Dhvrinigr his two yesars in the pubilic defender’s oflios, Herz conld be
fonncl reading Bilbaerd mamaine, the bibile of the mosic incduseryg while
waiting in the courthouse hallways as the other attorneys chated

Herz follonwed his heart in 1974, leayang Detroics Legal Add and
Defender Association and opening his own faw practice o vear laer,
He eventually went into partnership with a {dend, Bigawe and real
estate antorney Brad Schram, who inwoduced Herte wy one of his
first clients; Elmore Lednard.

“1 useel 1o g0 diwn 1o the [Frank] Murphy Hall of Justice a lot
ancl wateh the criminal examinations, where they decide whether a
crime was cornrmitted,” Teonard recalls,

Thin's whers hee miet Schram and, later, Hertz 1 would wacch
them hianedling erals, defending some guy up on criminal charses”
Free s,
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Heerez has Bandled Leonards coparights, corporate work and esate
planning for three decades. “He knows swhat he's doing and T s i
chone i a minial amcant of me™ Leonand s “He's verye sham.”

Sk, his sineer-sonmwriter friend, inachvertently aided Herte's
caneer again a lew vears Inter While attending one of Stunck’s gies,
Hertz met his publisher, _joe Marnin, who plaved inoa cougle of Dands
and was also breaking into the business side of music as a recording-
studio ovwaner aned pubdsher: He began sending Here chients, incloding
Drearoit rock Band The Borsmiies and lunk arist George Clinon.

Laveer, Mawtine was ssnsagmng a pair of young producers in Dewoit
who signed o rapper iumed Eminem;

“It was throwgh that very Arst deal [with Strunck] thar T

With clients ranging from rappers to

famous authors, Howard Hertz's career
is a roller coaster, which is how he likes it

became part of the Eminem fumly” savs Herte, sill amazed
at the serendipity,

In perbaps one of the bestknown cases involving Eminem,
Here: represented the rapper and ather plaindffe in 2 lawsui
o block five companies from selling Eminem ring tones on the
Internet, Representing Eminem’s publishing: companies, Fight
Mile Stvle and Martin Affiliated, Herte also acensed  Apple
Computer o using an Eminem séng in an iPod adverdsement
without permission. Most of the suits have setileed.

Passion Howers

Heree's Bloombicld Hills ollice could be e workplace o
musie. produeer. The walls are adoroed with Tianed photographs
el merncrabilin feom moosivians, Tlere's s poster from Emmenss
eowie Fild Mile, oporraphed by Eminerm: “Howard, keep me ot
ol jail - Marshall T3-127 The pbatmam record from the soundirck
Loy Beverty Hilly Cope I s frarmed on another wall: A elient published a
song on thal album, Yevanother client wrote 2 song ona platinem
allaem by conntry smger Brad Paisley; that, woo, isframed, Copies of
thtfustry magazines lie on the coffee maliles,

Every vear Herte atends MIDEM, the international mose
pade show W Canmes, and Musexpe, 3 mmeic conference in Los
Angeles. He's on the hoard ol governors of the Grammy Asards
for the Midwest region, based i Chicago; the Michizan Film
Advizory Commission; and the board of visitors of the Wayne Suage
Liniversiy Colleae of Fine, Performing and Conununication Aets,
He is alo president ol twe Motor Qity Music Foundation, which
hosts the Detroit Music Awards,

“Music has been o way for me o express mwsell]” Heree sans, ©1
A e i professon that 3t Jeast muosies and entertainment-related.
L am passionae abaout all kinds of muoge”

That Jewe of mngic has spilled over int his Bunily life, He and has
wifie ol S vears, Wendy have two grown sons, one of whom worked
lor the American Music Research Foundation before going on 1o
graduate school. The other son manages world-renowned s
MeCoy Tyner, formerly John Coltrane’s planist, anc s the e
buyer for a New Yook cluh,

Acyouthiul 57, Hertz has noplans o jump ofl the roller coaster

anwtime sooit Life st woubdn't b the same, <§
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