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by Keith M. Dusenberry

ffable, easy-going and adventur-
A:}us — and we're talking about a

lawyer? Howard Hertz has gone
from' hippie-ish Wayne State law student
1o ane of the most powerful attarneys
in the music industry, yet comes across as
50 nice you feel guilty for ever talling a
lawwyer joke. Hertz ("Gall mie Howard.")
remains down to earth, though he has
represented major recording artists —
Eminem, Jack White and Marilyn Mansan
among others —and record |abels. Of
course, there’s a catch: He's secretly
Canadian,

“l was barn in Canada but when | was
four, my parents moved Hereand | grew
upin Retroit," Hertz says. “l went te
elementary school and high school in the
City — lived by Mumford but went to
Cass Tech downtown during the miid-to-
late '50s — the heavy Motown period ...
—and.then | went to undergrad and law
school at Wayne State.” But he wasn't
ehained to a library desk, “| always went
to lots of concerts — starting with the
outdoor concerts, and to the Grande
Ballroom and to the East Town after the
Grande Ballroom closed down — every
weekend, " says Hertz. “[I saw] every-
thing from Janis Joplin and The Whe and
Creedence Clearwater Revival, and thiey
were all playing the Grande Ballroom

— just everything of lames Brown at
Cobo Hall ...

The era's prevalent wander|ust also over-
came Hertz: There was the hitchhike to
Bozton, the plane ride to London and
the purchase of a secondhand motorcycle
that-took Him through Etrope and Marth
Africa for 6 months.

Lpon retarn, Hertz found himsetfin
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schiool at Wayne again. "1 was back for

3 maonths from Europe and was sitting
with some friends in an apartment in
Highland Fark in December with na heat
and someone said, 'Let's go to Mexico,"”
says Hertz. “And | said | had anly been
back 3 months and | promised myself |
would do at least & manths of schiool,

50, the four of us-vawed that when we
finished our next quarter, whoever had
the last exam, we wera leaving the next
day for Mexico and we ended up doing
that ... | won a Volkswagen MicroBus in a
poxer game and the four of Us went far
3 months through the States and Mexico.
It was \wild." Not even marriage stalled
hiz-globetratting ways. Wed at 24 1o the
woman he still loves, Hertz and his wife
almost immediately took trips through
Europe, Asia and the South Pacific,

Upon the surprisingly punctual comple-
tian of his law degree, Hertz worked in
the public defenders' office-and then
began practicing entertainment law on
the side when a musician friend was
offered a music publishing contract. This
deal led Hertz on-a path that would con-
nect him — through Joel Martin, The
Romantics, George Clinton, Bonnie Raitt
and FBT — on to Eminem and others.

somehow, Hertz has found the time to
start his own record label (Superstring),
manage local rockers The Go-and serve
a8 prasident of the Motor City Music
Foundation — organizers of the Detroit
Music Swards. His other art-related
accomplishiments and projects are numer-
ous, Gn top of-itall, Hertz will still'sit in
with clients' bands on occasion. "Yeah,
the harmonica remains in my backpack,®
hesays. [ don‘t play that much though,
but | have it justin case.” | ROW
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