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Musicians "ask around, who's the guy to get in town?" Piszczatowski said.
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These days, Piszczatowski is the guy. #% View all TopHomes (11)

Piszczatowski grew up on Detroit's west side in a working-class neighborhood. His dad spent
38 years at Fisher Body making car chassis and his mom was a public school secretary.

As his name (Pizz-uh-TOW-skee) might indicate, he is born of Polish stock. He said he spoke
only Polish in his house until he was five years old, when he started going to school.

He was the first person in his family to graduate from college. He received a degree in Polish
language and political science at Wayne State University in Detroit and then went there for
law school.

He worked in the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office in Detroit for seven years, then served as
an assistant U.S. attorney for five years.

Then in 1988, he decided to hang his shingle with some buddies he knew back in his early
days in the county prosecutor's office. He joined up with Hertz, Schram & Saretsky, a law firm
based in Bloomfield Hills.

Howard Hertz has been representing musicians, including George Clinton, and labels,
including Atlantic Records, for 25 years.

Hertz, a member of the National Association of Recording Artists and Scientists, should get
some of the credit for Piszczatowski's client list.

When Eminem was charged in 2000, his manager went to Hertz, who was representing
Eminem's production company. Piszczatowski was the firm's lead criminal defense lawyer,
and until then had never represented a musician.

Tony Ciulla, Marilyn Manson's manager, said Eminem's manager recommended
Piszczatowski when Manson - whose real name is Brian Warner - was charged with sexual
assault in July 2001.

Ciulla's client was in trouble for wrapping his legs around a security guard near the stage at a
Detroit-area show and gyrating suggestively.

Manson was facing a two-year prison sentence and inclusion on the sexual offender registry
before Piszczatowski got his charge knocked down to disorderly conduct. Piszczatowski
settled a civil lawsuit in that case in February.

Ciulla said he'd recommend Piszczatowski to others because of his skill and also because of
his demeanor. Tall, thin, blond and spouting a colorful vocabulary, Piszczatowski is not
exactly a stereotypical dark-suited and somber lawyer.

"When you meet him, and you spend a little time with him, he comes off as personable,
happy-go-lucky," Ciulla said. "Once he gets in that courtroom, it's all business. And when he
needs to be tough, he's tough. | don't think that's something you really see from Wally until
you see him in the courtroom.”

Piszczatowski talks fast, and a lot, and rarely about legal things. His office is decorated with
photos of his wife and two teenage daughters - mostly on skiing trips - and a few Eminem
posters.

He has a framed cover of Newsweek magazine with Eminem and Dr. Dre on the cover and a
little note in the corner that reads "Keep me out of jail or | want my money back," signed
"Slim Shady." (Slim Shady is the alter ego of Eminem, who's real name is Marshall Mathers

1.

"He's a big music fan, and I think that definitely comes across and that's important,” Ciulla
said. "He really appreciates what artists do."
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U.S. District Court Judge Bernard A. Friedman said Piszczatowski is an excellent lawyer who
is dead serious and courteous during trial. But when court is in recess, he's a blast.

"The best thing about him is that he is funny,” he said. “There are a lot of good lawyers out
there, but they don't have the same personality and attitude."

Piszczatowski, who charges $300 an hour, won't deny he gets an extra thrill from representing
musicians.

"It's not only the legal side you deal with," he said. "You see these literal geniuses in a
different field of art," he said.

But most of the time, Piszczatowski isn't representing rock and roll stars. More typical would
be a corporate executive accused of a white collar crime.

"I think it's luck," he said. "It's being there and trying to do a good job for everybody."
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