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By ANN ZANIEWSKI 
Of The Oakland Press  

ROCHESTER HILLS - Indiana Pacers center David Harrison pleaded no contest Friday to an 
assault and battery charge stemming from the brawl at The Palace of Auburn Hills. 

Judge Nancy Tolwin Carniak of 52-3 District 
Court sentenced Harrison, 23, to a year of 
probation and ordered that he pay $250 in fines. He must also participate in an anger 
management program and do 50 hours of community service split between Michigan and his 
hometown.  

"I'm just happy to get this part of it over and move on," Harrison said before the sentencing.  

Harrison is the last of the Pacers players to claim responsibility for their actions during the 
Nov. 19, 2004, incident that some media outlets dubbed "basketbrawl." A fight that broke out 
near the end of the Detroit Pistons-Indiana Pacers game escalated to involve players, 
spectators and flying food and beverages.  

Pacers Ron Artest, Jermaine O'Neal and Stephen Jackson have already pleaded no contest to 
assault charges. They also were sentenced to community service, probation and anger 
management courses.  

Pacer Anthony Johnson has pleaded no contest to an assault charge and will be sentenced Oct. 
7.  

Harrison was seen on videotape shoving spectator John Ackerman Jr. as he was leaving the 
court.  

"It's an unfortunate set of circumstances, that's all," said Harrison's attorney, Wally 
Piszczatowski. "He got caught up in it ... it's too bad."  

Piszczatowski said a civil suit filed by John Ackerman Sr. against Harrison alleging assault is 
pending.  

Harrison did not comment during sentencing. Carniak said young people look up to him, 
saying even her 10-year-old son had wanted his autograph.  

She told him to take advantage of the privilege of being a role model.  
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"They want to be like you. They want to shoot baskets like you," she said. "They want to be 
exactly like you ...  

"And you may still not believe you're a role model, but I'm telling you, you truly are a role 
model to all these students, these boys and girls."  

Prosecuting attorney John Pietrofesa said the penalty was appropriate.  

"We're very satisfi ed with this resolution," he said.  

In Michigan, a plea of no contest is not considered an admission of guilt but is treated as such 
for sentencing purposes.  

Sitting in a nearly empty courtroom waiting to be sentenced, a relaxed Harrison talked with his 
lawyer and quietly sang verses of Queen's "Bohemian Rhapsody" while listening to his I-Pod, 
which is stocked with 4,212 songs.  

Harrison, originally from Nashville, Tenn., is beginning his second year with the Pacers.  

Training camp for Pacers players starts Tuesday.  

Staff writer Stephen Frye contributed to this report.  
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